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Nikkei, Pearson Japan to boost tie-up in business English solutions 
 
  
Nikkei Inc. (headquartered in Tokyo's Chiyoda Ward, President and Representative Director: 
Naotoshi Okada) and Pearson Japan K.K. (headquartered in Tokyo's Minato Ward, 
President and Representative Director: Alan Malcolm), the Japanese subsidiary of Pearson 
PLC, the U.K.-based educational services provider, will expand their partnership covering 
business English software and services.  Under the agreement, Nikkei has obtained the 
exclusive rights to sell Pearson's business English services, such as Versant English tests, 
which measure the user's spoken skills, and English language training programs for 
corporations, in Japan, effective April 1, 2016.  We aim to offer comprehensive "one stop" 
services for business English learning solutions for companies, ranging from the online 
English learning service called "GlobalEnglish Nikkei edition" launched in April 2013 to 
assessment of four business English skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing) to group 
training. 
 
[Services and products available] 
http://globalenglish.nikkei.co.jp/ 
 
GlobalEnglish Nikkei edition 
VERSANT™ 
 
[Reasons behind expanded ties] 
As Japanese companies are rapidly expanding into global markets, the need for English 
language skills used in real-life business situations is increasing among Japanese 
businesspersons.  It is no exaggeration to say that speaking is a particularly important skill 
required for effective communication that can often be directly linked to enhancing global 
competitiveness of Japanese businesses. 
 
The GlobalEnglish Nikkei edition has been used by about 20,000 businesspersons since its 
launch.  Meanwhile, approximately 400,000 persons around the globe have taken the 
practical Versant spoken English test.  We are looking to provide business clients with 
advanced world-class services by leveraging our content and knowledge so far accumulated 
to develop innovative business English solutions incorporating digital technology. 

http://globalenglish.nikkei.co.jp/


 
[About Nikkei] 
In 2016, Nikkei marks its 140th anniversary since its founding as the Chugai Bukka Shimpo 
(Domestic and Foreign Prices News).  The news organization has persistently provided 
reporting on economic and other news while maintaining neutrality, fairness and impartiality, 
as expressed in its company motto.  Centering around The Nikkei, the newspaper publisher 
encompasses the Nikkei Online Edition; the Nikkei Asian Review, an English-language news 
service; and the Financial Times.  A wide range of media platforms indicate its efforts to 
offer more extensive coverage of international news and strengthen its digital news services.  
It also provides educational programs for businesspersons, including Nikkei Business 
School and Nikkei TEST. 
  
[About Pearson Japan] 
Pearson Japan is the Japanese subsidiary of London-based Pearson PLC, the world's 
largest education company, operating in more than 70 countries.  Pearson delivers 
leading-edge solutions, ranging from traditional English educational materials to digital 
English educational resources incorporating the latest technologies, e-learning resources, 
electronic dictionaries and online assessments.  It is also involved in curriculum 
development, human resources training, and the provision of assessment and qualification 
solutions.  These solutions are being adopted by a wide variety of educational institutions, 
corporations and other organizations. 
 
 


